THE LEVEE STRIKE.

Yesterday the controversy between the
Screwimen, nnd the Ship Agents and Steve-
dores over the campensation to be pald for
handling cotton eargoes culminated In a
genernl strike of all labor enguged in hand-
ling freight in the port of New Orleuns.‘
Thae Lougshoremen, Genoral Freight Hnnd-;
lers, C'onl Wheelers, Colton Yardmen, and,
in fact, every class of lnbor connected with \
the business of the port, went on strike in ‘
srmpathy with the Serewmen, thuy effectu-
ally lying up commerce for the time hoing. ‘
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Thig actlon on the part of the Dock and
Cotton Clouncil, the central hody controlling
all branches of labor on the levee, had
been antlelpaterd, nnd thereforo created no
surprise. Thero I8 now no othor course open
to the shipplng interests but to load and
unload their shipy a8 best they may with
the ship's crews and such outshde or local
Nhielp #s they may be able Lo gRecure, Tt 8 to
he n test of endurinee botween the shlp-:
ping interests on the one hamdl and the
regular labor of the port nn the other

A strike involving so large o number of
men, something more than clght thousand
labarers, white and colored, cannot bo
viewed except with concern, as, aslde from
the dlMeulty of malintaining public peace
under guch clrerumstances, there is tha serl-
ous damage to thn commercs of the port
that has to he considered. The moroe stub-
horn the fight and the longer a settlement
is deferred the greater will be the diversion
of traflic tn other poris whero the con-
ditiorns arn more favorable.

The causes leading up to tha strlke are
too well Known to need roview here, Fven
those Ktevedores and lines which promptly
signed contracls with the Longshoremen
for three yearr under the impression thut
as they dld not handle cotton they would
net e Involved in the trouble with tho |
Serewmen, have fared no better than the
others, as the Longshoremen have promptly
hroken thelr contrnetys and havae stoppod
work. This {s not a pleasant feature of thn
keneral atrike declared by the Dock and
Cotton Counell, as thelr actlon has hit
frirnds and foeg alike.

The contesy on thoe part of the shipping
intrrests I claimed to be a supreme effort
to pluco New Orvlenns upen o parily with
other and enmpeting ports,  Just what
changes in the compensation prig to labor
will establish that parity has not yet been
fully estubiished by {mpurtial investign-
tion. The lnbor interests ought to be s
willlng as the shipplng interests to ennble
the port. on the prospority of which thelr
Hyvellhood! depends, to compels with {rade
rivals on falr terms. Tho action of iha
Dock and Cotten Council yesterdny would
sxeom to imply that they nre not willing to
hudge an Inch In the Interest of the pros-
perity of the port.

With such an Impasse existing the duty
of the authorities Is clear, namely, to prn-
serve the puldie poace at whataver cost, Tt
is the rizki of labor (o refuse to work, and
that right must he respected, hut it la
enqually the right of other lnbor to work for
whatever wages seems fale, and the Inws
rRuarantee Lo cvery man fn this right to sell
his Iahor full proteclion and seeurlty.

Tt s gralfying te note that Lhe Serew-
en deelare that ther hinve no tntention or
Aeslre to make trouble or interfere with
the working of outslde labor, and denounce
as uncalled-for all Insinuations o the con-
trary, 'Phese assurances should he accepted
us gfincere, and the labor leaders held to a
striet fultillment of this pledge, and what-
vver happens to dsturb the public pracee
should be lald at tho donr of thoso reilly
responsible, no matter who they be.

Ag the Pleayune hax already stated in
vonrection with this sirike, no sltuntlon s
o complex that It canuot bo Rlralghiened
out, If a sincere attempre iy mude {o reach
o owolution, ‘'ne commercs of the port ean-
not. be permitted to fffer, no matter what
long established customs sra overthrown,
but Just how much egeh Interest must
saerlfiee for the general good can only pe
eutalilished by Impartial arbitration. '

Tut there i no prospect of wny settle.
ment, and  evidently  the issng 1y to ha
Tought te o findsh, It {8 plain that this has
Lieen threatened for some time, and it the
time has come the sooner the fight {8 mede
the hetter. No single elags of men, whether
rieh or poor, employe or employer, can bo
allawsd to hold this elty and fis commerce
and  Industries In slavery,




